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Dr.  Parker's  Last  Message. 


We  feel  bound  lu  publi-h  in  full  the  Presidential 
Address  prepared  by  Dr.  Parker  for  the  Brighton 
n^'ctings  of  the  National  Free  Church  Council,  and 
read  on  Tuesday  by  Principal  X'aughan  Pryce.  The 
thoughts  contained  in  it  were  very  much  in  Dr.  Park- 
er's mind  during  the  last  months  of  his  life,  and  were 
continually  the  theme  of  his  conversation.  The 
])roblems  presented  by  the  Higher  Criticism  troubled 
liim.  Although  he  had  found  for  himself  a  way  of 
solution,  and  was  not  retarded  in  his  own  ])reaching, 
lie  deeply  felt  that  the  churches  had  to  pass  through 
a  time  of  stress  before  a  readjustment  could  be 
reached,  and  earnestly  deprecated  any  rash  and  hasty 
treatment  or  the  subject  from  the  pulpit.  The  action 
of  the  Church  of  England  in  connection  with  the 
Tulucation  Act  was  al<o  a  great  weight  upon  his 
spirit.  l^^or  himself  lie  longed  for  a  better  under- 
standing between  the  Church  of  England  and  Non- 
conformity. He  (lid  all  in  hi>  power  to  promote  it. 
Any  expression  of  friendly  feeling  from  Anglican 
dignitaries  moved  him  much.  Almost  the  only  letters 
lie  kept  were  letters  with  messages  of  this  kind.  But 
more  and  more  he  became  convinced  that  in  the 
present  temper  of  the  Church  of  l^ngland  nothing 
was  to  be  expected  except  continual  aggression, 
and  that  the  one  course  for  Nonconformists  was  to 
vindicate  their  position  by  all  possible  means — by 
ordin.-irv  means  where  they  could  be  used,  and  by 
extraordinary  means  where  consciencp  was  invaded. 
He  would  say  over  and  over  again  that  the  Church 
of  England  in  its  corporate  capacity  had  never  made 
a  concession  to  the  rights  of  Nonconformists  that  was 
not  f<->rced  on  them.— The  "  British  Weeklv.'' 
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Higher  Criticism  and  Early  Training. 

ill  all  cuntruvcrsy  how  iimcli  depends  on  stand- 
points !        How    nmch    standpoints   are   affected   by 
training  !     We  talk  lluently  about  independence  and 
private  judgment,  and  the  rights  of  conscience;  all 
that  is  well;  in  the  >.ensc,  if  any,  in  which  we  use  the 
words     there  is  no  harm  in  them,  but  are  they  not 
words  that  need  qualification—  words  that  are  sur- 
rounded by  an  atmosphere— words  that  are  of  neces- 
sity limikd  and  partial  ?    The  most  conflicting  con- 
ceptions of    things  may  be  right  from  a  merely  in- 
dividual point  of  view  and  utterly  wrong  from  a  point 
of  view  that  takes  in  more  field    and  light  and    air. 
more  of  lime  and  space,  more  of  history  and  experi- 
ence.    It  takes  all  men  to  make  man.  all  knowledoe 
to  make  truth,  all  sacrifice  to  make  love.     Only  He 
who  knows  the  whole    '  world  "  can     ever  imagine 
that  it  was  worth  dying  for;  only  He  who  knows  ''  all 
rations  "  can  create  a  gospel  big  enough  for  them  ; 
only  He  who  rests  in  the  bosom  of  the  Father  can 
wait  until   He  has     put  all  enemies  under  His     feet. 
We     are    l)ut   fractions — splinters,    not    rocks— men. 
not  man.       Let  us  be  careful  how  we  come  to  big 
conclusions — lest  we  overweight  ourselves,  and  be- 
come popes  whilst  in  the  very  act  of  claiming  to  lie 
Protestants.        At  the  best   we  ^ce  through  a  glass 
darklv.     Kach   see>   his   own    glint   of  truth  ;   no  one 
star  is  the  universe;  no  one  candle  is  the  sun.     To 
know     this  is  to  learn     how  to  be     charitable,  and 
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l^aticiU.  and  ho.ciul.     There  i^  no  pope  so  hatciul  as 
Ih,  rrole.tanl  who  acl>  a.  it  he  ihon.ht  hnn.eh  in- 
fallible. .  ,,,.     ,.,,,]_ 
Uur    1-ree   Church   iraiinn^   -ue.   u.   u  i     >ia.ui 
j,,nt.     We  have  been  made  by  others  ^  Y''' r 
onr  cradle  wkh  u.        W  c  are   the   product  oi     u 
native  air.     i'-haps  we  are  lutle  niore  than  the  =an 
of  our  antecedents;  perhaps  our  UKlepeuden.e  when 
.nalv.ed   will  turn  oui  to  be  the   la>t  expressior.  o 
our' environment.     We    n.i,ht    have    been    ditferen 
men  if    we  had  been  born  m   lndia,-the  same,  ye 
not  the   >auK..-the      tire     uu,,ht      have     penetrated 
further  into  our  blood  and  the  heat  oi  our  ima^'ina- 
tion   miK-ht   have   required   corropondm-   i,^orj;eou>- 
ncss     of     lanoua.u-e.       -  Juch>e  not,_  that     ye  be  not 
iudired  •'     If  Nve  had  been  born  in  Fiji  we  mi.^h    have 
taken  a  different  view  of  Church  and  State,  and  even 
ottime  and  spacf,  tho.e  stranoe  quantities  which  are 
at  once  limited  and  immeasurable.-at  once  as  ap- 
proachable and  as  unapproachable  as  God. 

Our  own  trainin^-our  own  brin-in-  up-a^  hree 
Churchmen  is  responsible  for  nuich.        Any     other 
ecclesiastical  lanouasc  is  a  kind  of  foreign  tongue, 
with  "which  we  have  but  a  dictionary  acquaintance, 
but  it  is  reallv  no  part  of  our  breath,  our  blood,  our 
soul      ^lanv  men  know  just  enou?:h  of  a  lanc^uage 
to  make  blunders  in  it  ■  this  is  true  not  only  of  gram- 
matical language,  but  of  ecclesiastical  lan.niaizc  ex- 
perience,     and   spiritual   fellowship.     Our   bnnc^nns- 
up  as  Dissenters  was  a  rou-h  and  hard  tramino:.     It 
has   of  course,  left  its  deep  mark  upon  us.     We  were 
not"reared  in  kings'  houses.     We  are  most  powenul 
when  we  are  most  ourselves.     All  aping  ,s  weakness. 
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\\  hen  I  think  of  all  our  Dissenting  training  I  some- 
times break  down;  my  tears  are  hot  and  bitter.     Let 
us  dwell  upon  some  aspects  of     this  trammg     for  a 
tine      We  were  brought  up  amongst  simple,  unsus- 
pecting believers.     They  told  us  that  the  Bible  was 
all  true      They  called  it  "  The  Holy  Bible,"  and  they 
held  it  to  b€  such.     They  told  us  that  Eden  was  a 
rtal  place,  with  real  trees,  and  a  real  serpent.     They 
told  us  that  a  four-branched  river  rolled  through  the 
sunny  paradise;  we  thought  that  Adam   bathed  m 
Hiddekel;  and  that  the  gold  that  colored  the  Tison 
stream  was  solid,  and  yellow,  and  marketable.     We 
never  doubted  it.     The  place  on  the  map  was  pomted 
out    with  the  assurance  that  if  Eden  was  not  there 
M  was  thereabouts.     Some  people  believe  this  still. 
-Hie   Salvation  Army  believes  it.        Some  primitive 
Primitive  Methodists  believe  it,— Spurgcon  believed 
it.     In  its  highest,  deepest,  grandest  meaning  I  myself 

V  elieve  it.  i    j     i 

Our     mothers  are  responsible     for  a  good  deal. 
They  were  not  literal  grammarians,  but  they  were 
.^Igantic  believers.     They  used  to  read  to  us  the  story 
"of'^Toseph  and  crv  over  it.  and  made  much  of    the 
coat  of  manv  colors,  and  when  we  came  to    "  your 
father  the  old  man  of  whom  ye  spake,  is  he  well  . 
oMr  brawnv  fathers  sobbed  and  pretended  to  be  only 
coughing. '   Tf  anvbody  had  then  told  us  what  some 
people     tell  us  now,  that  there  was  no  Joseph— no 
old  man— no  coat  of  many  colors— no  life  in  Eg>'pt— 
no  forgiving  brethren— no  familv  reconciliation  ;  that 
it  is  all  a  dream,  a    fanta^v.  an  ilUiMon  in     color.  T 
know  not  in  what  tcrm^  he     would  have  been  de- 
nounced r.nd  with  what  horror  he  would  have  been 
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shunned.  Some  of  us  atill  believe  in  the  history  of 
Joseph;  and  when  all  other  "  short  stories  "  have  run 
out,  this  story  of  Joseph  will  exact  its  tribute  of  tears 
from  the  eyes  of  far  otf  generations. 

Then  in  this  matter  of  credulity  our  quaint  old 
pastors  were  little  better  than  our  mothers  If  some 
modern  criticism  is  true,  those  old  pastors  were  un- 
conscious impostors.  They  had  not  a  "  doubt ''  to 
bless  themselves  with.  They  read  the  Bible  and 
actually  believed  it,  and  preached  it  without  a 
stammer.  They  used  to  preach  about  Daniel  and 
the  lions'  den.  and  make  us  feel  heroic  in  the  heroism 
of  the  brave  young  man.  Now  it  turns  out  that  there 
were  no  lions,  there  was  no  den,  and  worst  of  all, 
there  was  no  Daniel.  The  Book  of  Daniel  is  taken 
away  bodily.  Yet  we  are  told  that  the  Bible  has 
been  given  back  to  us  by  critics,  and  that  it  is  a  better 
book  than  we  had  before.  Some  of  us  cannot  yet 
receive  this  same  saying.  At  present  we  are  suffering 
from  a  grievous  sense  of  loss.  Do  not  suppose, 
however,  that  all  the  higher  critics  are  of  one  mind, 
or  that  they  all  pursue  one  method,  and  do  not  su])- 
pose  that  every  minister  has  given  up  Joseph  and 
his  brethren,  or  even  Daniel  and  the  lions'  den. 
Broad  and  indiscriminate  statements  are  apt  to  he 
untrue  and  unjust  on  all  sides  f)f  great  controversies. 

Our  dear  old  pastors  used  to  preach  about  David 
and  quotingly  call  him  "  the  sweet  singer  of  Israel." 
and  now  according  to  some  it  turns  out  that  David 
was  no  singer  at  all.  and  that  he  probablv  never  heard 
of  the  Psalm?  which  he  is  supposed  to  have  written. 
Still  more  widespread  is  the  havoc  made  bv  ^ome 
ruthless   sickles.     Tt  is  bad   enough   to  lose    Jo'^eph 
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and  his  brethren,  1  )aincl  ami  his  den,  David  and  1iL-> 
harp,  Jonah  and  hi>  whale,  but  thest  are  coi  .  ative 
tritles.  There  wd>,  accurdin^j  to  some,  no  mi:^>„nlons 
conceptiuii,  no  ministry  of  miracles,  no  resurrection 
of  Lln"i>t.  AH  is  idcah-ni,  poetry,  dream,  and  haz\ 
myth.  Ijethlehem  and  Nazareth  disappear  from  what 
we  used  to  call  the  sacred  page.  In  the  i-ld,  old  time 
wlien  we  were  \"ery  \oun,i;,  the  Chri>tiaii  L'hurch  had 
a  heaven  and  a  liell,  an  innnortal  soul,  a  direct  revela- 
tion from  heaven,  a  book  which  it  called  "  the  Word 
of  God."  In  those  early  days  we  thotight  ascended 
ones  were  "  for  ever  with  the  Lord."  We  said,  in  a 
sob  which  was  really  a  song,  "  They  shall  hunger  no 
more,  neither  thirst  any  more,  neither  shall  the  sun 
light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  The  Land)  which  is 
in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them,  and  lead 
them  unto  living  fountains  of  water,  and  God  shall 
v^ipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes."  Wc  said  that 
each  of  them  had  a  crown,  a  harp,  and  a  white  robe. 
Now  we  are  told  that  all  wc  supposed  to  be  real  was 
but  fancy,  mirage,  and  "  the  stuff  that  dreams  are 
made  of." 

I  want  you  to  see  that  if  we  yielded  to  these  sug- 
gestions and  demands  we  should  bo  giving  up  a  good 
deal.  Do  not  suppose  that  it  is  easy  for  the  soul  to 
part  with  its  very  self — with  all  the  things  which 
woidd  leave  only  emptiness  and  mocking  echoes  be- 
hind. We  were  sad  when  we  saw  the  Bible  thus  de- 
pleted. We  had  really  loved  the  Bible.  Tt  was 
literally  everything  to  us.  So  when  it  seemed  to  go 
from  us  |)iece  by  piece,  our  hcprts  were  grieved  and 
our  jirospect  was  a  great  all-covering  cloud.  WIumi 
we  were  asked    whv  we  were  so  sad,  we  could  not 
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easily  refrain  from  saying— each  for  himself— "Why 
should  not  my  countenance  be  sad,  when  the  aty, 
the    place    of    my    fathers"  sepulchres,    lieth     waste, 
and  the  gates  thereof  are  burned  with  6re  ?  "      We 
had  so  much— so  very  much  to  give  up.     Some  of 
us  have  not  even  yet  given  up  our  faith.     Blessed  be 
( ;od,  some  of  us  still  believe  in  the  whole  Bible.    We 
know  that  translation  may  have  its  faults,  and  that 
copyists  may  make  blunders,  and  yet  wc  hold  to  the 
whole  book-we  still  call  it  The  Holy  Bible-it  is  to  us 
in  substance  and  in  effect  the  veritable  W  ord  of  (.od. 
\11  so-called  higher  criticism  is  not,  however,  of  the 
same  qualitv.    ^Therc   arc  higher  critics  and  higher 
critics      Some   of  them   are   as  lovingly    I'.iblical   as 
the  best  of  us,  and  wc  tb.:ink  them  for  aP  their  noble 
and  most  useful  service. 

Yes  ,  we  have  been  asked  to  give  up  a  good  deal, 
and  what,  as  I  h.avc  already  said,  aggravates  us  most 
of  all  is  that  we  have  been  asked  to  believe  that  the 
o-iving  of  it  u])  has  made     the  Bible  more    precious 
than  %cr  to  us.     Genesis  turns  out   to  be     mainly 
fable;  Abram  is     not  a  man.  but  "an     eponymous 
hero''  ;   ]o-eph   "  i^   not""  in  another     and     deeper 
sense;  Shadrach.  !\Teshech.  and  Abednego.  are  mere 
d.reanis     and  nightinares ;  the  books  of     Kings  and 
Chronicles   arc   removc-.l   bodily;      F.oclesiastc.     and 
Snlnnion's  Song  ought     never  to  have  been  in  the 
Bibl'?;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  tbi-  we  arc  to  thmk 
nf  the  BiblV  being  "  given  back  "  to  us  more  ym'cious 
than  ever      \Ve  rannot  <lo  ^o  all  nt  onc-e      Mnr  train- 
ing blocks  the  wav.    Farlv  impression^  are  often  in- 
(Ichble.      It    i-   bard   to   retrard   Mipposrd    enennes  as 
all  at  once  otir  disgui-ed  friends,     for  example,  many 
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Of  US  ^vere  brought  up  to  believe  that  Tom  Pf^^  ^^^ 
an  aNvful     character-nothing     short,  nideed,  of    an 
infidel,  blatant,  presumptuous,  dehant.      lorn  lame 
was  a  kind  of  moral  typhus,  or  a  n^ahgnant  forni  of 
smallpox.     Every  man  who  had  a  copy  of      He  Age 
of  Reason."  kept  it  in  a  secret  drawer  and  lent  it  at 
night-time  and  under  a  whispered  vow  of  secrecy. 
To  possess  "  The  Age  of  Reason'"  was  equal  to  hav- 
ing an  infectious   and  loathsome  disease.       bishop 
Watson  answered  "  The  Age  of  Reason      but  the 
Bishop  is  now  nowhere.     Tom  Paine  s      soul  goes 
marching  on."  but  the  Bishop  is  forgotten  as  if  his 
book  were  a  mere  ecape  of  gas.    Tom  Paine  snov  cd 
wonderful  insight,  and  in  a  manner  anticipated  all  the 

hip'her  critics. 

■>or  example,  Tom  Paine  said.  "Whoever  wro  e 
the  Pentateuch,  Moses  had  httle  or     nothing  to  do 
with  it  "     But  some  who  say  this  very     thing  have 
orthodox  chairs  in  English  universities  and  sign  even 
more  articles  than  thirtv-nine.  whilst  Tom  lame  is 
branded  as  an  infidel,  and  has  no     professional  m- 
come        Tom  Paine   said  there  we       at    least    two 
Isaiahs,  in  other  words,  that  the  Isaiah  who  wrote 
the  f^rst  part  of     the  book  never  wrote  the  second 
part   an.l  perhaps  never  knew  that  a  <eco,id  part  Nva. 
Written.      Some  higher  critics  ^av  th^  verv  .am.  thing 
to-dav.  whilst     Ton.     Paine     is     still     regarded     by 
nrthodoxv  as  a  mn^t   noxiou.  bea^t.     T'oor  Bishop 
\\-at.on  i's  on    nanv  .idc  <  treated  a.  an  evangehca 
nu-lksop.  whilst    T.-.m   Pain.   i.  landed  as  --^  n^--^"  ^ 
nrogre-  and  of  ^nUar.ccd  and  modern  thought.     Still 
U  are  told  that  Tom  an.l  hi.  successors  havr  given 
„.  "h'^r]<^'  the  Bibte.  and  that  it  i<  now  more  precious 


lO         HIGHER   CRITICISM   AND    EARLY    TKAINIXG. 


aiiie ;  but 


llian  ever.  It.  is  not  ior  me  to  revile  Toni 
i  take  11  upiMi  lny^elf  to  say  that  nu  Tom  Paine,  not- 
withstanding- all  his  in-ight  and  toresi.-^ht,  ought  to 
be  in  any  Free  Church  pulpit,  and  if  Tom  i^aine  is 
there  we  ought  to  eject  and  denounce  him  as  a  man 
who  is  making  a  living  under  false  pretences. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  some  of  us  <till 
cling  to  the  Bible  after  the  illiterate  and  traditional 
manner  of  our  fathers  and  mothers,  and  pastors. 
lUame  our  training.  Take  full  account  of  our  ante- 
cedents. We  drew  in  our  love  of  the  Bible  with  our 
mother's  milk.  The  Bible  helped  some  of  us  when  the 
father  died,  and  when  there  was  no  coal  m  the  grate 
nor  bread  in  the  cupboard,  it  sanctified  our  povertv. 
our  struggles,  our  desolation.  It  turned  the  grave 
into  a  garden-plot.  Tt  ])tit  heart  into  us  when  all 
other  things  failed.  The  Rible  hud  made  us  men. 
We  are  not  to  be  told  that  this  consolatorv  (not 
critical)  Bible  is  still  left  to  us.  Plow  long  will  it  be 
left  ?  Still  higher  critics  may  possibly  arise  in  distant 
years  who  will  purloin  this  jewel  also.  Who  can  sav 
how  much  of  the  Bible  will  be  left  in  half  a  centurv;= 
We  have  a  right  to  be  <us})icious.  Where  niu-.-h  ha> 
gone  more  may  go.  (  )n  the  \\h<^le,  therefore,  1  am 
of  oj>inion  tliat  it  is  better  to  hohl  the  P.ible  very 
nmch  as  we  have  always  luld  it,  to  kt'cp  an  ojien  tnind 
in  relation  to  all  competent  and  reverent  criticism,  to 
cling  to  the  I'.ible  iti  all  its  jiroved  consolations  and 
particular  results,  and  to  leave  nian\  difticulties  and 
perplexities  to  he  settled  when  in  he.iven  we  have 
more  {inn-  and  more  light. 

Tiiere  is  one  test    t<>   which    T   (\-um<it   but    submit 
every  creed,  ever\    reliinon    evirv  book      What  ki^id 
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of  manhood  has  it  produced  ?     W  hat  sort  oi  men  did 
the  old  Bible  grow  ':     What  of  their  aspirations,  their 
service,  their  sacritice  ?     They     were     grand     men. 
Perhaps    narrow-minded,    perhaps    auste»-e,    perhaps 
conservative,  but  they   were  honorable,  determined, 
self-sacriticing  men.    They  were  aien  who  put  them- 
selves to  a  great  f'^^al  uf  trouble  for  others.       They 
gave  away     much  money.     They  counted  not  their 
lives  dear  unto  them.     They  liberated  slaves,  they 
smashed  iniquitous  monopolies,   they   founded   n\is- 
sionary  societies,  they  dared  fire  and  sword,  pestil- 
ence and  cruelty.     They  had  n(^t  the  latest  learnmg 
on     the     Pentateuch.   Isaiah,  and     the     Apocryi>hal 
books,  but     they  gri])pe(l  the  Bible  with  a  nerve     of 
steel.    They  had  immense  and  miracle-working  faith. 
T  believe  in  my  heart  tnat  they     wore     more     self- 
sacrificing  than  many  who  laugh  at  their  igu"  ance 
and  condemn  their  narrowness.       They  believed  in 
the  literal  inspiration  of  the  Bible,  in  the  inmiortality 
of  the  -^oul.  in  eternal  punishment,  in  the     atoning 
death  of     the  Lord  Jesus,  and     they     cried  after,  if 
finallv  they  might  attain,  the  holiness  of  Hod.    Thev 
were  no  critics,  they  were  groat  wnrkers.  not  gram- 
n'Prians  but  generous     givers,  not  pedants  but     un- 
sparing in  benevolence  and  '^aorifice.     I  judge  every 
religion   by   the   men   it   makes,   and    s<t    iudged.   the 
Bible  lia<  no  need  to  bo  a'^hamed  of  its  stalwarts  atid 
its  heroe-,     Sh.nll  T  offfiid  -oholar<  and  critic-,  gram 
Tiviri.-m^  ntid  pedant <.  if  T  frankly  >-a\   that  merelv  as 
^ucl;  thrv  Ikivc  lu-xt  to  nothincr  to  do  with  the  Bible  ? 
That  the  Bible  ha^  little  or  nothing  to  ^av  to  tlietn 
ill  their  ncademical  cnpacitv  '     The  Bible  <rek^  and 
TwuU  the  heart,  talk'^  to  the  ^tnrit  when  in  the  deep- 
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csi  huiiiiiiiy^  goes  out  after  the  soul  in  its  penitence 
and    mortal  hunger.       When  the  reader  is  least     a 
iLjrammarian  he  may     be   nearest  the  sjnrit   jt     the 
Ijook.     "  Thus  saith  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  in- 
habiteth     eternity,  To  this  man  will  1  look,  to     the 
man  that  is  of  a  humble  and  contrite  heart,  and  that 
tremblcth  at  My  word."    To  "tremble  "  is  better  than 
to  parse  ;  in  a  deep  and  large  sense  salvation  is  not 
of  grammar,  else  then  only  grammarians  could  have 
a  high  place  in  heaven.    The  plain  duty  of  scholars, 
l)Owever,  is  to  know  the  facts  of  the  Bible  as  they 
really  are,  and  to  follow     them  with  honest  resolu- 
tion.    Wc  must  distinguish  between  fact  and  fable; 
we  must  buy  the  truth  and  sell  it  not;  we  must,  if 
needs  be,  crown  Tom  Paine  and  depose  Bishop  Wat- 
son; at  all  costs  and  risks  we  must  know  the  facts, 
and  if  needs  be  turn  our  back  upwn  the  most  vener- 
ated superstitions.     But  we  nuist  be  sure  that  alleged 
facts  arc  real  facts,  and  we  must  every  day  live  in  the 
largo  and  cliaritrible  temper  of  inrpiiry  and  svmpathv 
and  truthfulness.     We  must  love  the  sunshine,  and 
the  fresh  air.  and  the  growing  dnv.     Working  in  this 
spirit,  (lod  will  keep  back  from  us  nothing    that    i^ 
good  for  the  soul.     T  hope  wc  arc  all  willing  to  ptit 
aside  the  Bible  a*^  a  book  outworn  on  condition  that 
a   better  book,   more    fully   authenticated,   more   evi- 
dently from  God.  be  first  put  in  it^  place.     We  hold 
tlie  old  Bible  we  know  until  n  brttcr  one  has  come. 
In  furtb'.T  considering  thi';  subject  of  tniniiig  we 
rmist  at  once  make  a  broarl  di'^tinrtinn  between  old 
men   and   Aoung  tnen.      We   li.ivi^   not   bad   the   '^ame 
training  for  onr  work.     \\'(^  belong  to  difTereiit  giner 
atioii-,  aiKi  nm^r  lu-  judi^ed  accr^rdlngly.    Of  my  voimg 
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brethren,  1  nia\  say,  as  many  seniors  can  say,  "'  i  licy 
II  ust  increase,  buL  1  niu->l  decrca^e."     All  tliaL  1  a->K 
truni  men  wiu.   have  cnjnyetl  the  liighe^L  nniversity 
advantages  is  graliuule  Uj  the  men  who  placed  such 
advantages  within  then"  reach..    W  e  were  nut,  a^.  .\on- 
eonformists,  tifty  years  ago,  permitted  to  enter   tlie 
universities,  but  we  wee  determined  tiiat  ."ur   >oii^ 
should     enter     iliem.        From     those   sons   1   expect 
gratitude.     Do  not  mock  the  old  men  who  have  won 
your  liberties.     We  may  not  be   ^o  learned  as  you 
are,  but  we  made  learning  of  the  highest  kind  pos- 
sible to  you.     If  we  do  not  bear  the  Oxford  brand  or 
the  Cambridge  brand,  you  know  why;  and  you  will 
neither  mock  us  nor  permit  us  to  be  mocked.     You 
young  men  owe  all     you  have  to  old  and     resolute 
Nonconformity,  and  you  are  not  the  men — the  con- 
temptible and  soon-to-be-forgotten  creatures — to  re- 
mind us  of  our  lack  of  technical  culture.      Cod  has 
been   graciously  pleased  to  own   ministers  that  the 
universities  have  either  laughed  at  or  ignored,  and 
has  given  tliem  sheaves  in  the  day  of  harvest.       W  e 
have  worked  to  the  best  of  our  ability,  and  Cod  has 
judged  our  desire  to  please  Him.     We  should  not, 
however,  like  the  ungrateful  contempt  of  some  of  our 
own  children.     Sparc  us.     We  cannot  be  long  here 
now.    The  next  generation  will  do  better.     Erudition 
lo<:es  nothing  by  modesty.     T.ct  God  choose  His  own 
ministers.        Always  leave  Him   room  in   Hi^     own 
Church.     For  mvself  T  do  not  propose  to  follow  any 
learning  which  would     create,  perhaps,  with  a     de- 
gree of  ostentation,  a  gulf     between  the  pulpit  and 
the  pew.     Learning  should  not  divide,  but  unite.     It 
ts  poor  learning  that  makes  men  cynics  and  sncerers. 
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learnnig  !        That  is  the 
Icarnnig  ol      experience,  of   bitter  sorrow,   of  sharp 
pam,  of  lonely  Gethseniane.     1  pray   God     to  eon- 
tnuie  to  send  uito  the  nnnistry  of  the  Free  Churches 
men  who  will  provoke  the  qtiestion:      "  How  know- 
eth     this  man  these  things,  seeing    he  hath     never 
learned  letters  ?  "     Letters,  if  they  stand  alone,  are 
Ihe  ])oorest  and  meanest  of  ah  learning.     We  niu>t 
not  disparage  letters  ;  we  speak  of  them  in  this  con- 
nection when  they  are  letters  onlv,  grammars  only 
lexicons   only.       When  they  are   saturated  with  the 
spirit  of  prayer,  they  arc  an  acceptable  sacrifice,  and 
a  >wect  smelling  savor  to  God.     We  must  pray  for 
the  inspiration  of  ihe  Alniight>.     -  Tiie     -old  "  an.l 
crystal  cannot  ecpial  it,  the  exchange  of  it  shall  not 
be  for  jewels  of  hne  gold;  no  mention  shall  be  made 
ol  coral  or  of  pearls;  the  topaz  of  Kthiopia  shall  not 
equal  It."  and  as  for  rubies,  they  are  in  comparison 
as  ashes  thrown  out  as  worthless. 

There  is  only  one  thing  that  T  dread  more  than 
self-important     learning,  and  tliat     is  self-important 
Ignorance.      1  dread  the  minister  to  whom  preaching 
1?  easy.     I  hate,  with  religious  and  even  holv  hatred" 
tne  sermons  that  are  sj,aken  out  of  the  coat-sleeve  on 
a  .S'lturdav  m-lii.     We  do  not  want  such  men  in  the 
ministry  of  the   gospel.      Preaching     should     be     a 
'>hedding     of     blnr.d.       Preaching  i.  not  a     trick  in 
Hans.  i„  cnrMiing  outlines,  in  ^hai)ely  sculpture.  There 
IS  a  cant  i.hrase  now  hi  v. -u-  uhieh  1  dishlr.     We 
say  of  Mich     and  such  a  man.  "  Tie  is  the  greatest 
sermon  l)ni!<]er  in  the  m.Mlern  pulpit."     Prrarhing  is 
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not  sermon-building,  it  is  iscrnion-grovving;  it  is  the 
eloquence  of  a  redeemed  and  grateful  soul ;  it  is  the 
glow  and  the  radiance  of  a  wise  exposition  con- 
firmed by  a  holy  and  satisfying  experience.  Never 
regard  the  gospel  as  "  simple  "  in  the  sense  of  being 
shallow;  rather  be  overcome  and  prostrated  as  by  "a 
light  above  the  brightness  of  the  sun,""  a  baptism  of 
glory  at  the  Damascus  gale  of  the  i)ulpit.  Never 
preach  in  haste.  Study  nuich,  not  to  make  the 
S''-rmon  obscure,  but  to  make  it  as  clear  as  crystal, 
and  when  you  have  done  your  very  best  always  re- 
member that  you  have  not  yet  jienetrated  to  "  the 
secret  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most  High," 
and  that  far  beyond  all  star-rotUes  and  (>rl)it?  im- 
measurable, and  all  shadows  "  dark  with  excess  of 
liglit,"  there  is  a  m\  >tic  path  infinitely  brightei  than 
tlic  milky  way,  which  the  vulture's  eye  of  the  sublimes^ 
power  and  genius  liatli  not  >een.  1  ^ay  again,  there- 
fore, that  we  do  not  want  the  help  of  men  who  boast 
of  their  ignorance  and  offer  their  crude  vnlL^aritie^ 
a^  a  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord. 
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